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(54) Information communication terminal device 

(57) An upper case 1 and a lower case 2 are rotata- 
bly connected in a connection part 3. The connection 
part 3 is constructed by a rotary shaft supporting part 6 
integrated in the lower case 2, a rotary shaft 7 which is 
integrated in the upper case 1 and a part of which is 
rotatably fit into the rotary shaft supporting part 6, and a 
housing member 8 having a part rotatably fit into the 
rotary shaft supporting part 6. A video camera and a 
camera lens 9 are housed in the housing member 8. A 
display/operation part 4 is provided almost in the whole 
upper case 1 and a display/operation part 5 is provided 
almost in the whole lower case 2. In the display/opera- 
tion parts 4 and 5, in addition to camera images of the 
video camera, a reception image, and various data, 
touch-type operation buttons are displayed. The dis- 
play/operation parts 4 and 5 have the functions as the 
operation part as well as the display part "Recording" 
mode, "transmission/reception" mode, and "information 
acquisition" mode can be selectively set and the device 
can be used according to the mode. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to an information 5 
communication terminal device having a video camera 
and, more particularly, to an information communication 
terminal device which is convenient to carry and has a 
plurality of functions. 

[0002] A portable telephone which can perform trans- 10 
mission and reception in a carrying destination is rapidly 
being spread as a portable information communication 
terminal device for personal use. The portable tele- 
phone is obtained by reducing the size of a telephone 
so as to be conveniently carried and by which a voice 15 
can be sent and received wirelessly between the user 
and the other side. The portable telephone, however, 
does not have the function of transmitting and receiving 
image data like a television telephone system. 
[0003] As another portable information communica- 20 
tion terminal device, a portable terminal (PDA) is 
known. Some portable terminals have the image data 
transmission/reception function and can transmit and 
receive image data. A portable terminal which is used 
on condition that it is connected to a portable telephone 25 
is the main stream at present. By carrying the portable 
terminal with the portable telephone, transmission and 
reception can be naturally performed. 
[0004] The above-mentioned conventional portable 
terminal, however, has a main purpose to collect, proc- 30 
ess, transmit and receive data at a place the user has 
gone, so that it does not have a video camera unlike a 
television telephone system and does not transmit and 
receive an image generated from the video camera. 
Although the function of image transmission and recep- 35 
tion and a telephone can be provided in connection with 
a portable telephone, the face of the other side of con- 
versation cannot be confirmed. 

[0005] A portable communication terminal under the 
present conditions is bulky as compared with a portable 40 
telephone and the size is not pocketable unlike a porta- 
ble telephone, so it is inconvenient to carry. 
[0006] Further, in case of employing the construction 
in which a portable terminal and a portable telephone 
are connected and used, since the portable terminal 45 
and the portable telephone have to be carried, it is more 
inconvenient to carry them. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

50 

[0007] It is an object of the invention to provide an 
information communication terminal device which 
solves the problems, has excellent portability, can also 
deal a moving image, and realizes multifunction. 
[0008] In order to achieve the object, the invention 55 
employs a construction in which a first display/operation 
part and a second display/operation part are rotatably 
attached to the same rotary shaft* and a video camera is 



installed in the rotary shaft. 

[0009] According to the invention, there is also pro- 
vided a mode selection button which can select a 
recording mode, a transmission/reception mode, and an 
information acquisition mode. When the recording 
mode is selected, a video image obtained by the video 
camera is displayed in the first display/operation part 
and an image stored in an image storing means is dis- 
played in the second display/operation part. When the 
transmission/reception mode is selected, if the other 
side of transmission is a telephone of only voices, char- 
acter information such as name, telephone number, and 
the like of the other side is displayed in the first dis- 
play/operation part and operating means such as dials 
having the function of the touch panel is displayed in the 
second display/operation part. When the other side of 
transmission is a television telephone, an image 
obtained by the video camera and an image of the other 
side are displayed in the first display/operation part and 
the second display/operation part is used as an input 
section of character and figure data. When the informa- 
tion acquisition mode is selected, the menu of the infor- 
mation service is displayed in the second 
display/operation part and the information contents of 
the service selected from the menu are displayed in the 
first display/operation unit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] 

Figs. 1a to 1c are a diagram showing the construc- 
tion of an embodiment of an information communi- 
cation terminal device according to the invention; 
Fig. 2 is an exploded view of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 1 ; 

Figs. 3a and 3b are a perspective view showing a 
closed state and an opened state of the embodi- 
ment shown in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 4 is a side view showing a specific example of 
open states of cases of the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1; 

Figs. 5a to 5d are a perspective view showing a 
specific example of the relations between case 
opening states shown in Fig. 4 and use modes; 
Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing a use 
mode selecting operation in the embodiment shown 
in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 7 is a diagram showing the display contents in 
display/operation parts in a "recording" mode as 
one of the use modes in the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1; 

Figs. 8a and 8b are a diagram showing the display 
contents in the display/operation parts in a trans- 
mission/reception mode as another one of the use 
modes in the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 ; and 
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing the display contents in 
the display/operation parts in an information acqui- 
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sition mode as further another one of the use 
modes in the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 5 

[0011] An embodiment of the invention will be 
described hereinbelow with reference to the drawings. 
[001 2] Fig. 1 a to 1 c are a construction diagram show- 
ing an embodiment of an information communication 
terminal device according to the invention. Fig. 1 a of the 
diagram is a front view, Fig. 1b of the diagram is a right 
side view, and Fig. 1c of the diagram is a left side view. 
The device includes an upper case 1 , a lower case 2, a 
connection part 3, display/operation parts 4 and 5, a 
rotary shaft supporting part 6, a rotary shaft7, a housing 
member 8; a camera lens 9, an antenna 10, a power 
source button 11, an earphone jack 12, and a micro- 
phone 13. 

[001 3] The two display/operation parts 4 and 5, and 
the housing member 8 mounting a video camera in the 
housing member itself are rotatably supported on the 
same rotation axis by a rotation mechanism each other. 
The display/operation parts 4 and 5 are rotatably 
mounted so as to rotate around the housing member 8 
and are opposed each other when opened and piled 
each other when closed. 

[0014] In the diagram, a hinge is constructed by the 
rotary shaft 7 provided for the upper case 1 and the 
rotary shaft supporting part 6 provided for the lower 
case 2, so that the upper case 1 and the lower case 2 
can be opened and closed like a notebook The housing 
member 8 is rotatably attached to the rotary shaft sup- 
porting part 6 from the opposite side of the rotary shaft 
7. In the housing member 8, a thin video camera, a cir- 
cuit board on which a circuit for processing an output of 
the video camera is mounted, and the like are housed. 
A hole is opened in a part of the housing member 8 and 
the camera lens 9 is attached to the hole part. Conse- 
quently, there are no parts projecting from the housing 
member 8 to the outside. 

[001 5] The display/operation part 4 is provided for the 
upper case 1 and the display/operation part 5 is pro- 
vided for the lower case 2. Each of the display/operation 
parts 4 and 5 has the construction such that a touch 
panel is overlapped on a liquid crystal display plane. In 
the display/operation parts 4 and 5. an image obtained 
by the video camera and an image showing operation 
buttons are displayed. 

[0016] On the back face of the upper case 1, the 
antenna 1 0 for transmission and reception is provided 
so as to be projected from the upper side of the case 
when the antenna 10 is extended and the earphone jack 
12 is provided in the upper part of the left side face of 
the upper case 1 . Further, the power source button 1 1 is 
provided at the top of the rotary shaft 7 and the micro- 
phone 13 is provided on the lower side part of the lower 
case 2. 



4 

[0017] Fig. 2 is an exploded view of the embodiment 
and a small diameter part 7a of the rotary shaft 7 and a 
small diameter part 8a of the housing member 8 are 
inserted into a through hole 6a opened in the rotary 
shaft supporting part 6 of the lower case 12 from the 
opposite sides. The device is assembled in such a man- 
ner that one of the small diameter parts 7a and 8b is 
rotatably fit into the other in the through hole 6a. Conse- 
quently, the cases 1 and 2 can be closed and opened 
and the housing member 8 can be rotated with respect 
to the rotary shaft supporting part 6. In a state where the 
cases 1 and 2 are open, by rotating the housing mem- 
ber 8 with a knob 8b, the direction of the camera lens 9, 
that is, the photographing direction of the video camera 
housed in the housing member 8 can be therefore 
changed around the rotary shaft 7 as a center. The 
rotary shaft 7 having a small diameter part 7a, the rotary 
shaft supporting part 6 having a through hole 6a and the 
housing member 8 having a small diameter part 8a act 
as a rotating support mechanism. 
[0018] Fig. 3a shows a state where the cases 1 and 2 
of the embodiment are closed. In this state, except that 
the antenna 10 is projected to the outside on the back 
face of the upper case 1 , no member is projected to the 
outside from the back face of the lower case 2 and from 
the surface of the connection part 3 constructed by the 
housing member 8 and the like. In this case, the 
antenna 10 is extendable. When the cases 1 and 2 are 
closed, the antenna 10 can be shortened. In this state, 
the end of the antenna 10 is recessed from the side of 
the upper case 1 . Fig. 3b shows a state where the cases 
1 and 2 of the embodiment are open. The state is a 
using state of the embodiment. In this case, the antenna 
10 is in an extended state. 

[0019] As shown in Fig. 3a, an infrared communica- 
tion means 10* for IRDA (wireless communication using 
infrared) is provided for the connection part so as not to 
be exposed to the outside, so that information recorded 
in a memory built in the body can be easily transmitted 
by using IRDA to an information system such as a per- 
sonal computer having a similar communication means. 
[0020] According to the embodiment as mentioned 
above, the circuit board for processing the video camera 
and its output, and the like are housed in the housing 
member 8 and there is no member protruding from the 
cases 1 and 2 and the connection part 3 except that the 
antenna 1 0 is provided on the back face of the upper 
case 1 . Consequently, there is not especially a member 
which appears on the surfaces of the cases 1 and 2 
when the cases 1 and 2 are opened. The display/oper- 
ation part 4 can be therefore formed on an almost whole 
surface of the upper case 1 and the display/operation 
part 5 can be similarly formed on an almost whole sur- 
face of the lower case 2. 

[0021] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a specific example 
of opening angles of the cases 1 and 2 according to use 
modes in the embodiment 

[0022] In the diagram, the opening angles of the cases 
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1 and 2 when the lower case 2 is rotated from the upper 
case 1 as a reference are shown. The state of (1) shows 
a state where the opening angle = 0° and the cases 1 
and 2 are closed. It is assumed that the cases are stably 
locked in the four kinds of open states including the 
closed state. The other three kinds are a state of (2) 
where the opening angle = 150°, a state of (3) where the 
opening angle = 180°, and a state of (4) where the 
opening angle = 270°. 

[0023] Figs. 5a to 5d is a diagram showing a specif ic 
example of the relations between the opening angles of 
the cases 1 and 2 shown in Fig. 4 and use modes of the 
embodiment. 

[0024] Fig. 5a shows a state where the cases 1 and 2 
are closed. This case relates to the state of (1) in Fig. 4 
and is a state where the embodiment is not used. 
[0025] Fig. 5b shows a state of (2) in Fig. 4. The 
embodiment is suitable to be used as a telephone or a 
television telephone which will be described hereinlater 
("transmission and reception" mode). It is also suitable 
to a case where the device is held by a hand and is used 
as a camera. Fig. 5b shows two examples of cases 
where the photographing directions of the video camera 
are opposite. It is needless to say that the photograph- 
ing directions except for the example can be also used 
in this case. 

[0026] Fig. 5c shows the state of (3) in Fig. 4 and is 
adapted to a case where a text input and a handwriting 
input are executed on a table. Such inputs are executed 
by the display/operation part 5 of the lower case 2 as 
will be described hereinlater. Although the direction of 
the camera is just above in this case, rt is needless to 
say that other photographing directions except for the 
foregoing direction are also possible. 
[0027] Fig. 5d shows the state of (4) in Fig. 4, in which 
the cases 1 and 2 are stood as legs and which is suita- 
ble to a case where the device is used as a television 
telephone, a camera, or the like on a table ("transmis- 
sion/reception" mode and "recording" mode). In this 
case as well, two examples in which the photographing 
directions of the video camera are opposite to each 
other are shown. In this case as well, it is needless to 
say that other photographing directions except for the 
above example can be also used. 
[0028] The opening angles are shown as just an 
example. The invention is not limited by the opening 
angles. For example, in case of using as shown in Fig. 
5(d), the opening angle can be set, for example, in a 
range of ±15° of 270°. 

[0029] An example of using the embodiment will now 
be described. 

[0030] As shown in Fig. 6, when the power source but- 
ton 11 (Fig. 1) is operated and the power source is 
turned on in a state where the cases 1 and 2 are open, 
a menu image including at least a menu 1 4 showing use 
modes, a cursor button 15, and a determination button 
16 is displayed in the display/operation part 4 of the 
upper case 1. It is assumed that three kinds of use 



modes of "recording" mode, "transmission/reception" 
mode, and "information acquisition" mode can be 
selected here. The cursor button 15 is a display button 
of a touch type. Each time the cursor button 15 is 

5 touched, a cursor 1 7 in a frame shape is moved, thereby 
repeatedly changing the use mode in accordance with 
the order of "recording" mode, "transmission/reception" 
mode, and "information acquisition" mode. When a 
desired use mode is designated by adjusting the cursor 

10 17 and the determination button 1 6 as a touch type dis- 
play button is similarly touched, it is determined that the 
designated use mode is selected. On the basis of the 
determination, the use mode enters a set state and an 
image according to the set use mode is displayed on the 

is display/operation parts 4 and 5. 

[0031] By touching the cursor button 15 to make the 
cursor 17 adjusted to the "recording" mode and touch- 
ing the determination button 16 to select the "recording" 
mode, a display state shown in Fig. 7 is obtained. 

20 [0032] That is, as shown in the diagram, a display part 
18 and an operation part 19 are displayed in the dis- 
play/operation part 4 of the upper case 1 and an image 
(camera image) photographed by the video camera 
housed in the housing member 8 (Fig. 1) is displayed in 

25 the display part 18. In the operation part 19, touch but- 
tons of an F button (function key) 19a. a macro button 
19b for setting a macro photographing mode, a record- 
ing mode button 19c for selecting a recording mode 
(moving picture recording mode, still picture recording 

30 mode, and voice recording mode), a menu button 19d, 
a list button 19e for displaying a list of record contents, 
and a recording button 19f for indicating record- 
ing/recording stop are displayed. 
[0033] When the "recording" mode is set from the 

35 state shown in Fig. 6, in the initial state of the mode, the 
video camera is in a regular photographing mode and a 
camera image is displayed in the display part 18. When 
the macro photographing is desired, it is sufficient to 
touch the macro button 19b. When the mode is desired 

40 to be changed from the macro photographing mode to 
the regular photographing mode, it is sufficient to oper- 
ate again the macro button 1 9b. 

[0034] In the initial state, when the "recording" mode 
is, for example, in the moving picture recording mode. In 

45 this case, by touching the recording button 19f, for 
example, a moving image signal is recorded in a record- 
ing medium built in the upper case 1 . When it is desired 
to change the "recording" mode, it is sufficient to touch 
the recording mode button 1 9c. Each time the recording 

so mode button 19c is touched, the mode is sequentially 
and repeatedly switched, for example, in accordance 
with the order of the moving picture recording mode, the 
still picture recording mode, and the voice recording 
mode. Information indicative of the "recording" mode 

55 and the photographing mode which are presently set is 
displayed, for example, in a predetermined position of 
the display part 18. When the moving picture recording 
mode and the voice recording mode are set, the record- 
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ing is started by touching the recording button 19f and 
the recording is finished by touching the recording but- 
ton 19f again. When the still picture recording mode is 
set, the recording button 1 9f functions as a shutter but- 
ton. A still image of one picture plane (image signals of 
one field or one frame) is recorded each time the 
recording button 19f is touched. 
[0035] When the "recording" mode is desired to be 
cancelled, it is sufficient to touch the menu button 19d. 
The state is thereby returned to the state shown in Fig. 
6. 

[0036] When the list button 19e is touched, as shown 
in the diagram, a display part 20 and an operation part 
21 are displayed in the display/operation part 5 of the 
lower case 2. In the display part 20, images which have 
been recorded so far are displayed in a list table. With 
respect to a moving image, for example, an image of the 
head one field or one frame is reduced and displayed. 
With respect to a still image, the still image itself is 
reduced and displayed. 

[0037] In the operation part 21 , cursor/scroll buttons 
21a, a storing button 21b, and a clear button 21c are 
displayed. The cursor/scroll buttons 21a are used to 
designate a desired image in the list table of the display 
part 20. When there is an image which is desired to be 
eliminated from the list table, it is indicated by the cur- 
sor/scroll buttons 21a and the clear button 21c is 
touched, thereby erasing the image from the built-in 
recording medium and eliminating it from the list table. 
In this manner, a state in which only desired images are 
displayed in the list table of the display part 20 is 
obtained. When the storing button 21b is touched in 
such a state, the image of the display/operation part 5 is 
disappeared. In this instance, only a desired image or 
voice is recorded in the built-in medium. The cur- 
sor/scroll buttons 21a also have the function of scrolling. 
When the cursor is positioned to an upper or lower side 
part or a right or left side part of the display part 20 and 
is further touched, the image is scrolled to the upper or 
lower direction or the right or left direction. 
[0038] By touching the F button 19a, the functions of 
the buttons of the operation part 21 in the display/oper- 
ation part 5 can be changed. 

[0039] As mentioned above, in the "recording" mode, 
a desired object can be photographed and a photo- 
graphed image can be recorded as a moving picture or 
a still picture. Moreover, even after the recording, the 
recorded images can be selected and only desired 
images can be stored. 

[0040] Although audio data is not shown, it is 
assumed that recorded images and audio data are dis- 
played in accordance with the recording order in the list 
table displayed in the display part 20. For example, 
"audio data" is displayed in the column of audio data. 
When the "audio data" is indicated by touching the cur- 
sor/scroll buttons 21a, the audio data can be repro- 
duced from the microphone 13 (Fig. 1). By touching the 
clear button 21c at this time, the audio data can be 



erased. 

[0041] When the "transmission/reception" mode is 
designated by the cursor button 1 5 in the state shown in 
Fig. 6 and the determination button 16 is touched, the 
5 "transmission/reception" mode in the display state 
shown in Fig. 8(a) is set. In this mode, the device is basi- 
cally used as a telephone. 

[0042] That is, a display part 22 and an operation part 
23 are displayed in the display/operation part 4 of the 

10 upper case 1 and nothing is displayed in the display part 
22 in the initial state. In the operation part 23, touch but- 
tons of an F button 23a used for registering a telephone 
number of the other side or the like, scroll buttons 23b 
for scrolling information (registered other side's tele- 

15 phone number or the like) displayed in the display part 
22, a katakana/English button 23c for switching 
katakana/English inputting modes, a menu button 23d, 
and a call button 23e are displayed. 
[0043] In the display/operation part 5 of the lower case 

20 2, a ten-key 24a, a transmission button 24d, a redial but- 
ton 24c, and an end button 24d are displayed. By touch- 
ing the F button 23a, the functions of the input button 
23a and the menu button 23d can be changed by the 
ten-key 23a and the input can be changed to katakana 

25 characters or English characters by the katakana/Eng- 
lish button 23c. By touching the F button 23b, the 
katakana/English button 23c. and the ten-key 24a, the 
name and the telephone number of the other side can 
be registered. When the registered information is read 

30 out and a telephone call is made to the other side, by 
touching the F button 23a and the menu button 23d, the 
registered name and the telephone number of the other 
side are displayed in the display part 22. The names 
and the telephone numbers of the other side to be dis- 

35 played are scrolled each time the scroll button 23d is 
touched. By touching the transmission button 24b when 
the name and the telephone number of the other side to 
whom a telephone call is desired to be made are dis- 
played, the transmission is started and the other side is 

40 called. 

[0044] After that, the line is connected to the other 
side and conversation can be held. In the case where 
the other side is a telephone, when the device functions 
as a telephone and the conversation is desired to be fin- 

45 ished in display state shown in Fig. 8(a), it is sufficient to 
touch the end button 24d. The conversation is conse- 
quently finished. By touching the menu button 23d, the 
state is returned to the state shown in Fig. 6. 
[0045] When the other side connected as mentioned 

so above is a television telephone, the device detects the 
fact by information from the other side and the state is 
changed to a state shown in Fig. 8(b). 
[0046] That is, in the display/operation part 4 of the 
upper case 1 . a display part 25a in which a self image 

55 obtained by the built-in video camera is displayed, a dis- 
play part 25b in which an image of the other side sent 
from the other side is displayed, the menu button 23d, 
the F button 23a, and an other side/self button 25c are 



5 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0898405A2J_> 



9 



EP0 898 405 A2 



10 



displayed. The other side/self button 25c is used to 
switch a mode for displaying the self image and the 
other side image in respective two regions of the display 
parts 25a and 25b as shown in the diagram, a mode for 
displaying only the self image, and a mode for display- 
ing only the other side image each lime the button 25c 
is touched. The modes are sequentially switched every 
touching operation. 

[0047] In the display/operation part 5 of the lower case 
2, as shown in the diagram, in addition to the transmis- 
sion button 24b, the redial button 24c, and the end but- 
ton 24d, an attachment button 26a, a hand-writing 
memo button 26b, and the like are displayed. In the 
embodiment, a memory in which various data is stored 
is also built in. By touching the attachment button 26a, 
the data is read out and a child picture plane is dis- 
played (sum nail display) in a proper place in the dis- 
play/operation part 5. By touching cursor/scroll buttons 
26c, the data displayed in the child picture plane can be 
scrolled. By adjusting the cursor on desired data and 
touching the transmission button 24b, the data can be 
transmitted to the other side. 

[0048] The data can be properly inputted by touching 
the F button 23a and the ten-key 24a in the state shown 
in Fig. 8a. 

[0049] In Fig. 8b. by touching the handwriting memo 
button 26b, a part of the display/operation part 5 
becomes a picture plane of a memo and notes can be 
taken in the part. In this case as well, by touching the 
transmission button 24a, the memo can be transmitted 
to the other side. When the memo is not transmitted, it 
can be erased by touching the clear button 26d. Alterna- 
tively, the memo can be stored into the memory by 
touching the storing button 26e. 
[0050] When a call is made by the other side, even if 
the power source is turned off and the device is in 
another mode such as the "recording" mode, a ringing 
tone is sounded. In this case, when the power source is 
turned off, by turning on the power source as mentioned 
above, the function as a telephone, that is, the transmis- 
sion/reception mode is set immediately. It is also possi- 
ble that by turning on the power source, the device 
enters the state shewn in Fig. 6. By selectively setting 
the transmission/reception mode, the transmis- 
sion/reception mode is set. 

[0051] When the ringing tone is sounded in any mode 
except for the transmission/reception mode, by touching 
the menu button (for example, the menu button 19a in 
Fig. 7 when the device is in the "recording mode"), the 
mode can be switched to the transmission/reception 
mode immediately. In this case as well, the state shown 
in Re 6 is set by touching the menu button and the 
transmission/reception mode may be set by selecting 
ano setfing the transmission/reception mode. 
[0052] When the transmission/reception mode is set 
as mentioned above, in the case where the other side is 
a telephone, the state shown in Fig. 8(a) is set and con- 
versation can be held. In the case where the other side 



is a television telephone, the state shown in Fig. 8(b) is 
set and conversation can be held. 
[0053] When data or handwritten memo from the 
other side is received, it is displayed in a part of the dis- 

s play/operation part 5. 

[0054] Although the image shown in Fig. 8(b) is imme- 
diately displayed in case of the television telephone in 
the above description, in a manner similar to the case of 
the telephone shown in Fig. 8(a), the ten-key 24a is dis- 

w played in the display/operation part 5 of the lower case 
2 and the display state shown in Fig. 8(b) may be set by 
touching the F button 23a. 

[0055] According to the embodiment as mentioned 
above, whether the other side is a telephone or a televi- 
rs sion telephone, the conversation can be held according 
to the telephone or the television telephone and data or 
handwritten memo can be transmitted and received 
to/from the other side. 

[0056] When the "information acquisition" mode is 

20 designated by the cursor button 15 and the determina- 
tion button 16 is touched in the state shown in Fig. 6, the 
"information acquisition" mode of the display state 
shown in Fig. 9 is set. In the mode, various information 
service can be received from the outside. 

25 [0057] In Fig. 9. in the "information acquisition" mode, 
a menu button 27b, an F button 27c. and an access des- 
tination list button 27d are displayed in the lower part of 
the display/operation part 4 of the upper case 1. When 
the access destination list button 27d is touched, the 

30 kinds of information service are displayed in a display 
part 28a in the display/operation part 5 of the lower case 
2. When cursor/scroll buttons 28b displayed in the lower 
part of the display/operation part 5 are touched and 
information service is designated by the cursor, the con- 

35 tents of the information service are received and dis- 
played in a display part 27a of the display/operation part 
4 of the upper case 1 . The information service to be 
received is sequentially changed each time the cur- 
sor/scroll button 28b is touched. When the cursor/scroll 

40 button 28d is continuously touched in a state where the 
information service in the end part is designated by the 
cursor, the contents displayed in the display part 28a 
are scrolled and the other part of the information service 
list is sequentially displayed. 

45 [0058] When a storing button 28c is touched, the con- 
tents of the information service displayed in the display 
part 27a in this instance are stored into the built-in 
memory. In order to read out the stored contents of the 
information, for example, the function of the storing but- 

so ton 28c is changed to a read button by touching the F 
button 27c and the read button is touched, thereby ena- 
bling the reading operation to be performed. In this 
case, the list of the stored information contents is dis- 
played in the display part 28a. By touching the cur- 

55 sor/scroll button 28b, a desired information content can 
be selected. The selected information content is dis- 
played in the display part 27a. When the information 
content displayed is unnecessary in this instance, by 
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touching a clear button 28d, it can be erased. When the 
storing button 28c is touched in the state where the 
information contents is read out from the memory and 
are displayed as mentioned above, the device is 
returned to the original state of receiving information 5 
service. Further, when the menu button 27b is touched, 
the device is returned to the state of Fig. 6. 
[0059] In the above manner, according to the embod- 
iment, the necessary information service can be 
received from the outside, stored, and read out later. 10 
[0060] The contents of the information service can be 
also made as the data in the television telephone 
described with reference to Fig. 8(b). By touching the 
attachment button 26a, the contents of the information 
service can be transmitted to the other side. is 
[0061 ] Although one embodiment of the invention has 
been described above, the invention is not limited by the 
embodiment. 

[0062] For example, the initial image displayed in the 
display/operation part when the power source is turned 20 
on by operating the power source button 1 1 (Fig. 1) is 
set to the menu image shown in Fig. 6 in the foregoing 
description. Alternatively, the transmission/reception 
mode may be set as an initial use mode by turning on 
the power source, the image shown in Fig. 8(a) is dis- 25 
played, and the function as a telephone can be pro- 
vided. In this case, when the menu button 23d is 
touched, a state in which the menu image shown in Fig. 
6 is displayed is set and another use mode can be 
therefore set. 30 
[0063] In the state shown in Fig. 6, by displaying and 
touching the cursor button 15. the cursor is moved and 
a desired use mode can be selected. A desired use 
mode can be selected also by touching a display part of 
the desired use mode among the use modes displayed. 35 
In this case, it is unnecessary to provide the cursor but- 
ton 1 5. In this case as well, the use mode is not set only 
by selecting it. In order to set the use mode, further, the 
determination button 16 is touched. 

[0064] As mentioned above, according to the inven- 40 
tion, since the camera is built in the connection part to 
which the upper and lower cases are rotatably attached, 
no member is arranged on the facing surfaces of the 
upper and lower cases. A display picture plane can be 
therefore formed almost on the whole surface of each of 45 
the upper and lower cases. While the device is small 
and is suitable for carrying, an image can be displayed 
larger and easier to be watched. A number of operation 
buttons of the touch operation type can be set and mul- 
tifunction can be realized. so 
[0065] Additionally as the video camera is accommo- 
dated in the housing member to which the upper and 
lower cases are attached rotatably each other, the video 
camera is usable even if the cases are opened. 
[0066] According to the invention, the small, very con- 55 
venient information communication terminal device 
which has difference functions such as recording mode, 
transmission/reception mode, and information acquisi- 



tion mode can be provided. 
Claims 

1. An information communication terminal device 
comprising: 

a first display/operation part and a second dis- 
play/operation part mounted on an upper and a 
lower case respectively; 
a housing member accommodating a video 
camera therein; 

a support mechanism supporting rotatably said 
first display/operation part, said second dis- 
play/operation part and said housing member 
on the same rotation axis each other, 
said first and second display/operation parts 
mounted rotatably round said housing member 
being structured so as to opposed each other 
when opened and to overlapped when closed. 

2. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 1 , angles between said first and 
second display/operation parts being able to be 
changed and locked at a plurality of stages. 

3. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 1 , a mode selection button being 
displayed in said first display/operation part and a 
recording mode, a transmission/reception mode, 
and an information acquisition mode being selected 
by operating said mode selection button. 

4. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 1 , a rotatable support member 
being attached at the inner end portion of said first 
and second display/operation parts and an end por- 
tion of said housing member respectively, and said 
three rotatable support members being combined 
so as to be capable of rotating said three rotatable 
support members each other on the same rotation 
axis. 

5. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 1 , said housing member accom- 
mdating the video camera being rotatable at least 
180 degree. 

6. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 1 , each of said first and second 
display/operation parts having a display part for dis- 
playing an image at the upper portion and an oper- 
ation part having a touch panel at the lower portion. 

7. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 3, further comprising image stor- 
ing means, when the recording mode is set by oper- 
ating said mode selection button, a video image 
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obtained by said video camera is displayed in said 
first display/operation part and an image to be 
stored into said image storing means is displayed in 
said second display/operation part. 

5 

8. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 3, when the transmission/ recep- 
tion mode is set by operating said mode selection 
button, if the other side of transmission is a tele- 
phone of only voices, character information such as 10 
name and telephone number of the other side is 
displayed in said first display/operation part and 
operation means such as a dial having the function 

of a touch panel is displayed in said second dis- 
play/operation part, and is 

if the other side of transmission is a television 
telephone, an image obtained by said video 
camera and an image of the other side are dis- 
played in said first display/operation part and 20 
said second display/operation part is used as 
an input part of character and figure data. 

9. An information communication terminal device 
according to claim 3. when the information acquisi- 25 
tion mode is set by operating said mode selection 
button, a menu of information service is displayed in 
said second display/operation part and information 
contents of service selected from said menu are 
displayed in said first display/operation part. 30 
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FIG. 6 
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(54) Information communication terminal device 

(57) An upper case 1 and a lower case 2 are rotat- 
ably connected in a connection part 3. The connection 
part 3 is constructed by a rotary shaft supporting part 6 
integrated in the lowercase 2, a rotary shaft 7 which is 
integrated in the upper case 1 and a part of which is 
rotatably fit into the rotary shaft supporting part 6, and 
a housing member 8 having a part rotatably fit into the 
rotary shaft supporting part 6. A video camera and a 
camera lens 9 are housed in the housing member 8. A 
display/operation part 4 is provided almost in the whole 
uppercase 1 and a display/operation part 5 is provided 
almost in the whole lower case 2. In the display/opera- 
tion parts 4 and 5. in addition to camera images of the 
video camera, a reception image, and various data, 
touch-type operation buttons are displayed. The dis- 
play/operation parts 4 and 5 have the functions as the 
operation part as well as the display part. "Recording" 
mode, "transmission/reception" mode, and "information 
acquisition" mode can be selectively set and the device 
can be used according to the mode. 



FIG. 1a 




Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS {FR) 



(Cont. next page) 



BNSDOCID <EP 0898405A3J_> 



EP 0 898 405 A3 



FIG. 1b 




r 



13- ^ 



FIG. 1c 



10 



11 



12 




BNSDOCIO: <EP 0898405A3_I_> 



EP 0 898 405 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 98 11 5500 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant pass apes 



Relevant 

to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnt.Ct.fi) 



X 
A 

P.X 



US 5 491 507 A (KURIYAMA ET AL) 
13 February 1996 (1996-02-13) 

* column 1, line 36 - column 2, line 8 * 

* column 14, line 62 - column 16, line 45 

* 

* figures 13-16 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1998, no. 08, 

30 June 1998 (1998-06-30) 

& JP 10 065780 A (HITACHI LTD), 

6 March 1998 (1998-03-06) 

* abstract * 

* figures 1-6, 17-20 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1995, no. 11, 
26 December 1995 (1995-12-26) 
& JP 07 212253 A (TOSHIBA CORP), 
11 August 1995 (1995-08-11) 

* abstract * 

* figures 1,9,10 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1996, no. 05, 

31 May 1996 (1996-05-31) 

& JP 08 022343 A (OLYMPUS OPTICAL CO LTD), 
23 January 1996 (1996-01-23) 

* abstract * 

* figures 1-3,12 * 
& US 5 719 799 A 

17 February 1998 (1998-02-17) 

* column 2, line 20 - line 60 * 

* column 5, line 9 - line 20 * 

* column 14, line 63 - column 19, 

* column 29, line 16 - column 30, 
figures 1-3,11 * 



1,2,4,6 
3,5,7,8 

1,2,4-6 



H04M1/00 
H04M1/02 



1-6,8 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (InLCI.fl) 



1-7 



H04M 



line 4 * 
line 14; 



V- 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



Place at search 



THE HAGUE 



Data ot completion of me search 

30 August 2002 



Examiner 

Fragua, M 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 



X . parti cuiariy relevant if taken alone 

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another 

document ot the same category 
A : technological background 
O . nori-wiilten dlsdosuie 
P • Intermediate a ocumcnt 



T : theory or principle underlying, the Invention 
E : earlier patent document but published on. or 

after tne filing date 
D : document cited in the application 
L : document cKed for other reasons 



& . member of the same patent family, cmresporxJiny 
document 



3 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0898405A3J_> 



EP 0 898 405 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 98 11 5500 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document wKh Indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (IntCU) 



US 5 414 444 A (BRITZ) 
9 May 1995 (1995-05-09) 

* abstract * 

* column 1, line 31 - line 51 * 

* column 2, line 9 - column 3, line 23 * 

* figures 1,2,9 * 



1,2,5,6 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (Int.CI.C) 



The present search report has been drawn up for ail claims 



THE HAGUE 



Date of completion of the search 

30 August 2002 



Examiner 

Fragua, M 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : particularly relevant If taken alone 

Y : particularly relevant It combtred with another 

document erf the same category 
A : technological background 
O . non-written disclosure 
P • intermediate document 



T : theory or principle under tying the Invention 
E : eartier patent document, but published on, or 

after the filing date 
D : document cited In the application 
L : document cried tor other reasons 



& : member of the same patent fan ly, corresponding 
document 



4 



8NSDOCID: <EP 



0898405A3_I_> 



EP 0 898 405 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 98 11 5500 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained In the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

30-08-2002 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
members) 



Publication 
date 



US 


5491507 


A 


13-02-1996 


JP 


3255995 


B2 


12-02-2002 










JP 


6141306 


A 


20-05-1994 


JP 


10065780 


A 


06-03-1998 


NONE 








JP 


07212253 


A 


11-08-1995 


NONE 








JP 


08022343 


A 


23-01-1996 


US 


5719799 


A 


17-02-1998 










US 


5898600 


A 


27-04-1999 


us 


5414444 


A 


09-05-1995 


NONE 









Si For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



BNSDOCID: <EP_ 



_0898405A3_I_> 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
bTfaded TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 



UJ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCED) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




